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10. HORIZON

Finally the first ICT
villages take off in

parts of the country

The digital community has been a lofty idea for the last few
years, but a regional organisation has finally sent the ball
rolling, writes NJONJO KIHURIA

Nagers in  Mwingi, Ngurumani in
Magadi, Isinya, Isiolo, - Marsabit,
Nyahururu, Homabay and Naknru are

the first 1o realise the digital dream
through a volunteer programme started by the
Arid Lands Information Network (ALIN). -
Though Alin's core function is to-facilitate
exchange of information between communities,
for years the documentation of this information
has been challenged by the limited capacity
of its member organisations on the ground to
document experiences. The volunteer programme
wag therefore initiated to fill the gap of trained
and skilled personnel to document. project
experiences  and  knowledge in the  eastern
Africa's drylands.

In an interview Alin's manager in charge

of capacity building and partnerships Noah
Lusaka, noted that some project generate good

Tocal development content from communilies
in the region using different multi media
PP hes, “We have blished 15 i
knowledge centres  (CKC) equipped  with
computers with access to internet through GFRS,
where the volunteers are based. The volunteers
help in running the centres and train community
members on basic ICT skills,” said Lusaka,
speaking last week after the graduation of 10
graduates who had worked as volunteers for one

year in CECs across East Africa.

In Kenya the centres are hased Kyuso in
Mwingi, Ngurumani in Magadi, Isinya, Isiolo,
Marsabit, Nvahurury, Homabay and Nakuru,

"~ In Tanzania, the volunteers are based in
‘Shinyanga in Dodoma region and Kayanga in the
Earagwe region, while one was based at Wakiso in
central Uganda. The vol train ¢ i

built their capacities and through linkages with
other organisations, the volunteers whom we also
train an how to do CVs and report writing get job
opportunities when they complete the one year
volunteer service”™

On the other hand the grassroots organisations
that partner with Alin can now through these
trained volunteers have their voices ajnpliﬁed
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Volunteer workers take villagers through
various ICT steps
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replicate or use the shared ideas, especially in
drylands where infrastructure is wanting.
“There are many development actors in Africa,
but rarely is the information they generate shared
among ities. We are trying to fill this gap

through the ¢ of their indig
knowledge which is later published in Alin's
quarterly magazine, ‘Baobad; aired through
ity radios or through the internet.

members on application and use of ICT tools

information on  practical hindl and
successful approaches to tackling _preyailing
conditions “but sadly the information rarely
circulates for the benefit of similar profects even
in the same district” e

But the new programme that involves:the.
recruitment of fresh graduates-from various
universities and other institutions”of higher
learning and who volunteer their ICT skills to

knowledge, accessing the
internet and writing skills among others

Lusaka siys it is at those centres that the
documentation of the local knowledge is
done, disseminated from and from here. the

Lusaka says that through the information
exchange programme, the communities can learn
from the experiences of others and adapt the
simple technologies that work, ially in the
dry zones. Through the volunteer programme,
Alin Is now able to do proper documentation and
have able ion in the field.

communities also directly access the i
they require. The volunteers who are either
fresh diploma or degree holders in community
development, environment, journalism and

ication are before posting indocted

the communities, is gradually réversing this
challenge.

State to create link
website for graduates

g‘( STANDARD nearer home anywhere in the indi
CORRESPONDENT country and the employers Eﬁﬁgfﬁfﬁﬁiﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂg@
L : can gauge the slg:lls”they need such as open Enrich software,
overnment will create a  from the same site,” he said. the Baobab journal and CD.
“;ebslt_ni rfhal lnlnks fresh gradu- The Helb secretary also ROMS. c e
ates with employers. urged diploma and first sai i i
Mr Benjamin Chgboi, the degree h%ldem who had com- 1:\{«31&{?“] A.](;.n . s;iﬁmn
secretary to the Higher Edu- pleted one year of volunieer develos;;rlgnumgmmaﬁon nfm
cation Loans Board (Helb), programme with Alin, to be ICTs and delivering inform:
said yesterday the website self employed and seek loans tion to needy communiti :
would list potential employ- from his board to advance was contributing to th %
ers and available skills. It will  their education. .tnr‘s licy of nglc‘l‘-dﬁ'icom-
be in place in the next three “Advance your education sociepwf, “c‘o%e apmplaud Aﬁ;gn
‘onths. ! % and instead of sitting idlg - outh volunteer programme
Speaking during the ¢ g waiting for job opportunities or equipping young gradu-
of a workshop organised to come your way. With the ates with skills, pre
the Arid Lands Information one year experience you have ing them for the 'ob' rgar et
Network (Alin) for commu- gained, you can seek loans and making t]'lel'l:ll relevant to
nity nqon'_lmtmn volm_iteerg, frorq the Ministry of Youth society,” said Ndemo.
Cheboi said the website will Affairs to set up your ICT In his speech, Information The rriin.isuy'.s Deputy Secre-
enhance the capacity of fresh  businesses,” said Cheboi. and Communication Perma- tary, Mr Henry Mugasia, who
graduates to get Jjobs and The volunteers drawn from nent Secretary, Dr Bitange read the speech on behalf of
reahseal se their potential. Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania Ndemo, deplored the limited the PS, commended the NGO
tis expensive for people have been working with Alin's  access to ICTS for the youth for its efforts to bridge the
{;._;st out of college to stay in partners in East Africa to pro-  and rural communities, but digital divide, noting that little
ig towns looking for jobs. mote access to information appreciated the Alin's efforts ¢ '

But they can access a website
listing job opportunities

exchange for rural communi-
ties.

o velunteerism, lhf- :_4'»9-:_‘.-[ .-_\]m:s _\Q‘ur_k :y_'ld
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“We now get good quality decumentation in
form of articles, while the volunteers support us
in logistics especially when we have to conduct
seminars and workshops. Our presence in the
field is also being felt and it has become easy for
At s R e

by ensuring the communities share information
especially on agriculture and the environment to
enhanee production of crops and livestock™

Thongh it has reduced the number of
volunteers from 15 last year to ten this year to
enable it focus on speeific CECs so that it can
make appropriate follow-ups, Alin hopes to
expand the programme in future to involve more
young people in development issues,

“We envisage that in the near future we will
have a pool of experts jall
from the dry zones who ean through the various
media bring out the development issues of
those areas. Charles Maina Mureiithi who is &
supervisor at the Ng'vrus community knowled ge
eentre. d hew 4l ol whi had

in promoting local content
generation and sharing of un-

effort had been made to take
basic ICT facilities to rural
communities,




